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The Actual Guru-Dakshina

Jagatguru (the Guru of the world) is only the all virtuous formless
Supreme Almighty (sagun nirakar). Saints and great persons born
in the form of Sazguru (true spiritual guru) are {ierse forms of
Him. Param Guru, the Almighty, through th&{medium imparts
‘naam daan’ (the ‘daan’ of the Name of the ighty) to disciples,
imparts diksha of Guru Mantra to them, | g: a higher position
§ words, He instructs:

¢’ (Ramcharit Manas, 3/

idered higher than Me. Why?
elf, but imparting it through
les take diksha and give offering

to them that even His own. In His
‘Know that the saints are greater th
35/2). That s - saints should be ¢
Not imparting ‘Naam daan’ Hi
Guru’s in human form and dj
in gratitude which is knowQ aS Guru-dakshina. These materials
are in the form of weal \lothes, eatables and other items of
daily use. What kind ofﬁﬁm (offering) is desired by the Sazguru
and the Supreme GuiNgthe Almighty from disciples is presented
here through sonQ ustrations —

Q& 0
At the co&gdon of his spiritual learning (vidyadhyana), Shri

Krishna prayed at the divine feet of Guru Sandipani (sage of
Gurus) — ‘Gurudev! Please instruct me, what Guru-dakshina

(offering in gratitude to the Guru) may I present at your holy
feet? How may I serve your” Gurudev said — ‘I do not want
anything, there are no needs.” ‘Gurudev! You may have no needs,
but I need to give some Guru-dakshina and do some seva (service).
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‘Ok, then ask your Guru Ma what she wants.” Shri Krishna enquired
trom the Guru’s wife — ‘In what way may I serve your” “Krishna,
you are our most capable student. My son has departed to the
abode of Yama, bring him back for me.” Shri Krishna brought
the son of the Guru back from the abode of Yama and placed
him in the lap of the Mother. What significance Guru-dakshina
has; the relations between Guru and disciple have! For the
completeness of this pure relationship, upon receiving %aanr-daan’
(the gift of the “Name’), Guru-mantra or knowledge,—i\is essential

that the disciple give the Guru, in some fo/rgbr another,
Guru-dakshina. v_
@) 5

Mahatma Shukdev grew atma-gyani (kﬁ?::lgeable one who has
ile in the womb itself.
d to say — ‘T want to remain

received the stage of self realizatio

Refusing to emerge from there he s
unattached from worldly illusiogyraya). The Almighty stopped
the momentum of aya for ﬁv@ it seconds, then Shuk emerged
from the womb. Detachme }mz'mgya) was so powerful that on
birth itself he left for the #&¢sts. His father Maharishi Vyas Devji
wanted to send his det¥fied son to King Janak but Shukdevji
had many doubtful (Q tions in his mind - for instance- he is a
king, I am a rishi (sa@; he is a householder; I am a renunciate; he
is kshtariya, I am Bgahmin; he is a materialist (bhogi), I am a yogi,
a sanyasi. How, T make such a king Janak my guru? He went to
him many tim®¥ but returned. In the criticism of a saint mahatma,
in seeking their faults, one’s virtuous earnings are lost. Devrishi
Narad, in order to teach him, took the form of an old person
and was pouring mud into a drain of water. In so much water,
mud would not stand. On seeing this Shuk asked — “What are you
doing?’ The elderly person replied- T am making a dam.” ‘Foolish
person — does a dam get built just by throwing mud like this?’
The old person promptly turned his face and said — ‘I am not
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foolish. Foolish is that Shukdev, see his foolishness; prideful he
has abandoned his feelings for Guru and wasted his accumulated
knowledge (gyan rashi). Shuk fainted on hearing this; on gaining
consciousness he got up and went straight to Raja Janak

Respectfully, devotionally, lovingly, came close to
Janak,

Who was in the cosmic world, the island of dharma.
Message was sent through the gate-keeper-
King! Shuk has come here, with the thystof love,
Grant darshan, be merciful, enablefxo¥sing of the
worldly oceans. \¢

Seeing his young age, King of %ﬁ/ﬂ gave the
command, v

Stay at the hallway, for zﬁ nights remain.
Hearing the mm;mnd/q_ 5 Shukdev obeyed

immediately,
Stood for three d@&?ﬂ?om a wrinkly on bis brow!
\\ (Bhakti Prakash)
)
In the same way a meésare was sent to stay for three days and
three nights more. TQ¥re, fasting in winter, Shukdevji stayed on.
There ladies ca d went by their own will but Shukdevji
remained happi@ngrossed in bhakti. Seeing this the ruler asked
for the reasoani'his arrival?

Q" With folded hands to Janak said
Shuk Muniraj,

Path of self-realization, devotion, grant me today!
(Bhakti Prakash)

On considering Shukdev worthy and a pure receptacle, Sadguru
Maharaj Janak gave him diksha of the ‘Name’ of the Almighty.
Shukdeviji spent a few days at the feet of his Guru doing sadhana,
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all doubts were dispelled. The disciple wanted to give his Guru,
Gurn-dakshina. ‘Son! (VVatsya) 1 don’t want anything” On his
insistence and to show the vital-ness of Guru-dakshina, Raja Janak
said: ‘Give me whatever may be of no use in your view.” After
thinking and contemplating, the disciple picked up some earth.
The earth immediately said — “To rivers, oceans, mountains, palaces
and houses I give the gift of myself. To every human, I give food,
flowers, fruits, myself. How am I useless?’ Throwing the earth, he
picked up a stone which said — ‘From me houses, palaces, forts
are designed; I am not a waste.” Shukdeviji’s mindAwas alerted —
pride in oneself is at fault; this is useless and d this there are
bondages in the world. Thus each disciple shtwNd place his duty
(kartavya) that is the pride of his doing, I"Q%ego at the holy feet
of the Guru in the form of Gum-dakxbéw Gurudevs ask only
for this from their disciples. 0

(3)Q-<’2_
Q

Saint Tukaram narrates inghjgg?ﬁm words mysteries, secret things

about himself - ‘Listening gpreligious stories, I fell in love with
the Almighty. I became/2disciple of Lord Vithal, started to
perform incessant jagm$t his ‘Name’. The Lord felt merciful
and in my dreams, S @ﬂm met me. I was returning from a dip in
the Ganges, the ﬁﬂng was on the way. He said — ‘On the
inspiration of (Gpd Vithalnath, I have come to give you
instructions.” Aaid - ‘T have never even done any service towards
God, how mefciful He is” He gave the Divine ‘Name’ of Ram-
Krishna-Hari and asked for a one-fourth kilo (pav) of toop (ghee-
clarified butter) as guru-dakshina. Tukaram clearly says - the true
meaning of 70p is the feeling of - ‘I’ - mine, thatis abenta mamta
not ghee. He explained — “You are neither man nor woman, you
are the soul, a part of that imperishable God. Surrender to me
all your feelings of the body, that is your doer-ship (your ego),
give that to me.
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)

On his travels, Guru Nanak reached a town. Its king came to
have his darshan and was much influenced. Thus, expressing a
great desire to present something he said- ‘Babal I want to give
something.’ ‘King, whatever is yours, you may give.” Gold, silver,
diamonds, jewels all were kept in front — ‘Please accept them.’
‘All this is not yours, before they were your father’s, before him
your grand-father’s and after you, they will be you-w\on’s. Onyour
demise, they will be left behind here, then h re they yours?
Your physical body will also be left. That is not your’s. Mind
is also not your’s- why? You are sitting but your mind is
wandering elsewhere. One has controLEyer one’s possessions,
the mind wanders day and night. You € sitting for bbajan path,
that is your physical body is sittin@ he company of Lord, the
satsang (satsangati), but the mind iQ&lth the family or somewhere
else. King, even the intellect is ours, if it were then you would
not take the wrong decisions@is full of ignorance thatis why it
makes truth into falsity a tef giving objects into pleasurable
ones. This is maya.” ‘Ba enyou tell me - what to give.” ‘King,
when the same situatfon was before King Janak, prayers were
performed to Mahgfishi Yagyavalk to give instructions, by which
the mind and in§ct stay in control —

%ﬁ‘/y folded hands, a major prayer was made, grant
Q' /émw/edge I am worthy of,
Rishi said, fortunate King, detached one, you are
the renouncer!
Dhyaan, yagya now you perform, give dakshina and
steady yourself.

While giving Guru-dakshina, the king prayed- ‘Maharishi, take the
entire kingdom.” “This is not yours, it was your ancestors and will
not remain yours. Give me such an object that is yours.” ‘Please
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take the wealth.” ‘Even that is not yours King, much of itis your
father’s and the rest belongs to the people. How is it yours?
Horses, elephants, vehicles — are also not yours; today, they are
with you, tomorrow with someone else. King, even the body is
not yours; on death it will be left here. Give your mind in dakshina’
Making this even more explicit, Guru Nanak says: “This which
you are saying — I give wealth, kingdom, body, mind, intellect,
keep all this with yourself. Give I’ to me. If you give ‘I’, all is
gained and if T’ is not given, then even on giving everything,
nothing is given.” Maharishi Yajyavalka asks le'&zqnak for his

mind — <

In anspicions bhakti, |anakji sazz&_m@/ my mind

belong to the sage,

Rishi said, my consent is theR&Qour offering is

accepted.

Self-knowledge has bee@%z_'{ed, consider your

yagya successful Ob, @g/
He said listen belou@ﬂm, may desires fly with
WINgs.
Egquanimity hbwdlot come to my mind, there is
exceessive resW§sness,
Muni MZQ— ‘Offering s incomplete, with this the
mind c@root focus fully.’
After $sving the offering of the mind, do not waver,

aﬁf' work with my mind,
isider your mind as mine now, perform the work
of the kingdom.
Intentional silence, steadfastness werem —achieved,
peace came after losing all donbts,
Calm, quiet mind, immovable body, the maya of the
mind was fully removed.
(Bhakti Prakash)
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Giving his blessings, the Rishi said — ‘Oh, King! I return your
mind in the form of prasad. Do not think it your own, consider it
mine and rule and also perform ‘Shri Ram’ bhajan.” Raja Janak
was overwhelmed with joy, lost body-consciousness.

®)

There is a true incident about Tibet; one disciple went to his
Gurudev and requested for diksha (initiation). The Guru said —
‘There are thousands of disciples here, there igz@ place for you.
‘Gurudev, be merciful. I can stay quietly hereQsthere. ‘Fine, you
pound the rice for everyone’s meals.” The digs{ple made the Guru’s
instructions paramount, as a crown on the head (sbzrodhari) and
day and night did this work. Neither &gt'the disciple ever go to
the Guru, nor did the Guru ever aRroach the disciple. Many
years passed, the time for the G nirvana arrived. He wanted
to bestow the Guru’s positiongghiis asked his disciples - “What
you may have learnt here a r%

give.” Almost everyone wr@this — “The mind is a mirror, the
Guru cleanses the dirt wieh accumulates on it.” The Guru was
dissatisfied and unplez&; . Thus, he said — ‘Ask the person who
pounds the rice onc %’Veryone went, on being asked he replied
— ‘Brothers, I am Q ucated, I cannot write but what did you all
write?” What th@lajority had written, they told him. Then he
said- ‘Brother&hen the Guru has been found, then how is the
mind with ﬁe’s.elf ? The Guru is the looter of the mind, we use
his mind, th¥is for everything Sazguru is responsible.” On hearing
this, for the first and last time Guru Maharaj went to the disciple
and bestowed the guru’s position to him and himself achieved

se years, write its essence and

nirvana.

From the above narrated example, Guru-dakshinas essentialness,
greatness and superiority become apparent. With giving guru-
dakshina, according to the way of the Shastras, the Guru-disciple
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relationship becomes strong; Disciples have placed at the feet of
the guru as guru-dakshina their self-pride, their ego, that is their
mind in all its principal, but what is the practical form of this?
On this theme, some examples are presented —

@

Once Mahatma Buddha told his disciples — ‘Bhikshus, four months
from today I will achieve complete #irvana, then this body will
not be in your midst; thus whatever is worthy of b % done, do
it soon; there is now no time for delay’ THentire sangha
(congregation) drowned in great sorrow. Cryi Woefu]ly, beating
their chests, blubbering, the disciples started decp thought - “What
will happen now?” All were worried abo w the set-up would
run. A disciple named Tishya, on hezﬁg the news, did not cry
nor scream but entered intenti silence (Maun). His
companions started to think, he is Jgteply hurt that he has even
stopped talking, They feared t e may go mad. Due to his
good behaviour Tishya was@remely loved; the new of his
quietude reached Gurudevy#shya has, like a turtle, withdrawn
himself internally. The dgiple was called, he bowed at the holy
feet. Buddha said, ‘So atsya)! These bhikshus want to know
about your feeling ur mental state.” Tishya replied with
respectful humﬂ@ God! Your instructions — what is worth
following — follow, do not delay. I am trying to follow those
instructions, @g to make them possible. Be merciful, may my

e fulfilled.” With tearful eyes, Trishya respectfully
requested- ‘My Lord! Oh, merciful Gurudev! Before nirvana may
my ‘I” die - for this grant me strength and also blessings. Now

determination

neither will I speak, nor move, nor waver. I have to use all my
strength for this. Oh, merciful! Be kind so that these four months,
I use for a revolution in my life — this way or that way may I be.
Listening to the disciple, the pleased Guru said — ‘Oh, bhikshus!
Become like Tishya. What will come of crying and blabbering?
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Prayer through flower garland offerings is not my prayer; those
who offer flower, garlands of dhyaan everyday- that is the true
prayer. Make your lives sadhnamay, making it enlightened is my
true prayer. What has happened to Tishya let that happen in you.
The Guru’s permission, his command, his teachings, his tradition
to the letter, obedience, to be strongly resolute for a pure life
journey, earning the wealth of the Lords ‘hame’, to earn and
accumulate the capital of good karza and to see the Lord in all
humans and to serve them in the manner of sesgng the Guru;
behave with them lovingly, to continue self studqzm to broadcast
and spread the Guru’s teachings and to mot{yate them for sazsang
and to encourage them for sadhana — &eal Guru puja. To
continue to offer such prayer like flowerg\that is to stay committed
to maintain the above vows isina reé@nse Guru-dakshina

g

At a Rishi’s ashram on the b@Qs- of the Ganges, many disciples
gained spiritual knowledg?a completing their education, they
returned to their respejc& omes. While leaving, they would ask
the Acharya — ‘GurudefM\¥What may we give in Guru-dakshina? The
guru would reply — Wat you have gained, when you are in society,
implement it, bringAcur knowledge into your behaviour, stand on
your own feet truthfully and then after one year whatever
your heart degirGs, you may give.” Upon leaving the ashram whatever
was earne%eir work, the disciples gave a portion with devotion
to the Guru™aharaj. Once a simple, ordinary disciple came to the
Gurukul; he was an ordinary householder, worked hard all day to
maintain his family. Extremely keen to learn, his exemplary
behaviour won the hearts of everyone. The Rishi taught him
lovingly; whatever he learnt he would aspire to implement in his
mind; whatever task was given to him, he completed by the next
day. When his education was completed he too enquired —
‘Gurudev! What may I give in guru-dakshina?
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The Rishi told him what he used to tell all his other disciples. He
returned after a year, prostrated at the holy feet and said —
‘Gurudev! I have come to present guru-dakshina. Pleased to see
him, the Guru asked — ‘Son! What have you brought?” He brought
forth ten people, they were from his village. He said — ‘I have
brought them in Guru-dakshina’

‘For what?” ‘Lord, what learning you had imparted to me, I took
to them, in just that their lives have been reformedsnow make

them your disciples, so that so many more people the correct
path.” Joyfully, the Rishi said — “You have given hole precious,
most supetior Guru-dakshina. Son, you have d most superior

things here, distributed the most superior @ also presented me
with the most supetior.’ QV'

Frequently people go to the holy @t of the Guru to resolve
worldly problems, the reason fo@eming to the satsang is the
same that the darshan of the Sai@uru fulfills desires. They take
diksha of the ‘Name with ame hope that their worldly
problems are resolved. FQQ& while they perform jaap of the
‘Name’, do different typds®f prayers, disappointed by one they
appeal to another. Todag Vrindavan, tomorrow Rishikesh, day
after they submit attg&gdance at the holy feet of Balaji Bhagwan.
Life is spent in tﬁg For such a person Bhakt Kabir Sahib

says — Q'
Qee the world’s intoxication and madness, no
one heeds devotionalism (Bhakti bhava)
Some come to ask for a son,
give a rupee as offering,
Some come stricken by sorrow,
be merciful on us please
Some celebrate weddings,
engagenients, anxious to please Saints-priests,
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Truth has no customers,
the false world that glitters is what all want

Says Kabir, ‘Listen Ob, brothers (sadho)!
What can one give such blind seekers!’

True saints upon seeing such a state of worldly person’s comment-
‘Brother! Our situation is akin to that of a shopkeeper in the
midst of blind customers selling mirrors.” Such persons do not
know the worth of a spiritual guru, nor that of <Quru-dakshina.
Such disciples have similar behaviour befor Guru or the
Almighty; as they trade with each other. Th$: inspires to do
the jaap of the Almighty’s name, to perfogdabhakti, do sadbana
to achieve moksha - such is the path thgshow, but there is no
one willing to obey or to follow. Bl gs are asked for, jaap-
dhyaan, seva-simran not performe%

The experience of the Saints SIQVS us that becoming a disciple is
very toilsome. A rare person l@erstands the position of the Guru
in spiritual life, few recognie¥ts capabilities, and few have the self-
realization of what may Q\gained from the Guru, what should be
asked for, what shoul dedicated in his service? One youthful,
curious person in higwanderings reached a valley in the mountains
of Nepal where e he saw an elderly saint sitting on a cliff. He
was engrossed jaeditation; the youth waited, prostrated himself
before him, iqttdduced himself. It was sunset, the Saint asked the
youth—°S atsya) My feet do not have the strength that could
enable me tO climb the mountain and go to my cave; assist me,
take the trouble to make me sit on your shoulders and take me
there.” A difficult climb, the youth carried him, they reached at 11
at night. Alighting the elder, the youth respectfully asked -
‘Mabhatman! Any more service?” The Saint was extremely pleased;
he was a great Yogi, he was a Swami of many Sidhis (spiritual
powers), with his Yog shakti a lot of wealth appeared and
he told the youth- ‘As much as you want, take.” The
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youth said — ‘Almighty! All this I have left behind and come. Will
this teach me the essence of life? Will I understand death?
Mahatma ! All this is impermanent (perishable); if even from
saints one gets the impermanent, then from where may one get
the everlasting?” On hearing the youth’s reply the Saint was
ovetjoyed.

‘Tam the body!” the death of this egoistic feeling is the real end —
this is the essence of death’s mystery. This could be-sybmitted as
Gurn-dakshina at the holy feet of the Guru and kted or by any
other means. Only after the death of the ego &' ciple become

worthy of true Guru-seva, otherwise witho ving the world

the disciple will serve his own ego and rughis life. Those who
obliterate themselves and are oriented ?ﬁe Guru, never allow
their Guru to die, through followin purposes and through

spreading his message they keep him@ve. Such disciples continue
to give Guru Maharaj- life lc@,‘ real Guru-dakshina and
themselves too become immort@T hus is why saints-mahatma’s
by their experiences have ut the truism - “Those who have
embraced Ram, obliterat eir selves, have achieved Ram.
Where you will obliterat%_%urself, there the One responsible for
becoming, will make hus that you will always remain being;

that is, you will b?e one who can never be obliterated. Such

Satguru and discipde/are both spiritually great (dbanya)!
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